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INTRODUCTION

Each year, Education Week publishes the results of the Quality Counts Survey that grades and
ranks each state based on the condition of education and educational opportunities. This staff

report includes:

s areview and explanation of New Mexico’s overall grade and ranking from the 2013

Quality Counts Survey,

e areview and explanation of New Mexico’s grades and rankings from each of the six

categories used to calculate the overall grade and ranking, including:

chance for success;

transitions and alignment;

school finance;

K-12 achievement;

standards, assessment, and accountability; and
teaching profession; and

VVVVVYY

¢ background information on the Quality Counts Survey.



2013 QUALITY COUNTS SURVEY: NEW MEXICO GRADES AND RANKINGS
Overall

The 2013 Quality Counts Survey results are provided for the six broad categories displayed in the
left hand column of Table 1, below. In addition to the six categorical rankings, the Survey also
provides a summative grade and ranking to each state. This overall measure is the average of the
scores for the six graded categories.

In 2013, as shown in the final row of Table 1 below, New Mexico received an overall final grade
of a “C” (75.9 pts) and received a ranking of 35™ in comparison to states across the nation. The
2013 national average overall grade was a “C+” (76.9 pts).

Table 1. New Mexico Grades and Rankings, 2013 Quality Counts Survey

Category 2013 NM Grade 2013 NM Ranking | 2013 U.S. Average
Chance for Success D (65.7 pts) 49" C+ (76.7 pts)
Transitions & Alignment B+ (89.3 pts) 9" (tied) B- (81.1 pts)
School Finance C- (72.0 pts) 30™ C (75.8 pts)
K-12 Achievement D- (62.1 pts) 47" C- (69.7 pts)
S ety | A 020p1) 15" B (85.3 pts)
Teaching Profession C (74.3 pts) 231 C (72.5 pts)
OVERALL C (75.9 pts) : 35" C+(76.9 pts)

Source: Education Week. 2013 Quality Counts Survey, NM — State Highlights.

The following sections of this report will highlight New Mexico’s results in each of the six
specific categories used in calculating the state’s overall grade and ranking.

“Chance for Success” Category

The first category of the survey measures a child’s “chance for success” and provides grades and
rankings based on multiple measures. Specifically, the score from this category is determined by
evaluating 13 different factors, including the:

percent of children in families with incomes at least 200 percent of poverty level;
percent of children with at least one parent with a postsecondary degree;

percent of children with at least one parent working full time and year-round;
percent of children whose parents are fluent-English speakers;

percent of three- and four-year-olds enrolled in preschool;

percent of eligible children enrolled in kindergarten programs;



e percent of fourth grade public school students “proficient” on the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP)';

percent of eighth grade public school students “proficient” on the NAEP;

percent of public high school students who graduate with a diploma;

percent of young adults (18-24) enrolled in postsecondary education or with a degree;
percent of adults (25-64) with a two- or four-year postsecondary degree;

percent of adults (25-64) with incomes at or above the national median; and

percent of adults (25-64) in the labor force working full time and year-round.

Many of these measures extend beyond the classroom and include the characteristics of the
community and the opportunities for adults in New Mexico. Of the six categories, this was
New Mexico’s lowest ranking, 49" in the country, compared to other states. New Mexico
earned a “D” in this category and the national average was a “C+".

“Transitions and Alignment” Category

The second category of the survey measures efforts to connect the K-12 education system with
early learning, higher education and the world of work. The “transitions and alignment” ranking
and grade are determined by verifying that a state has achieved 14 specified results. The survey
evaluates if the state has met the following conditions:

early learning standards are aligned with K-12 standards;

the state formally defines “school readiness™;

the state assesses the “readiness” of students entering early childhood education;
the state has interventions for early childhood students who are deemed not ready;
kindergarten standards are aligned with elementary school standards;

the state defines college readiness;

college preparation coursework is required to earn a high school diploma;

credits for a high school diploma are aligned with the postsecondary system,

the high school assessment is aligned with the postsecondary system,;

the high school assessment is used for postsecondary decisions;

the state K-12 system defines work readiness;

the state offers a high school diploma with career specialization;

the K-12 system has a path for industry recognized certificate or license; and

the K-12 system has a path for earning career-technical credits for higher education.

In this category, New Mexico gamered its highest ranking of any category, 9™ out of all states in
the country, and earned a grade of “B+.” The average of all states was a “B-".

! According to the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), “the NAEP is the largest nationally
representative and continuing assessment of what America’s students know and can do in various subject areas.
Assessments are conducted pericdically in mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics,
geography, U.S. history, and beginning in 2014, in Techneology and Engineering Literacy (TEL). Since NAEP
assessments are administered uniformly using the same sets of test booklets across the nation, NAEP results serve
as a common metric for all states and selected urban districts.”
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“School Finance” Category

The third category of the survey measures the equity and spending of each state on education.
Grades and rankings for states are calculated using the following eight specific factors:

wealth-neutrality score, which measures the relationship between district funding and
local property wealth;

McLoone index, which measures the actual spending as a percent of the amount needed
to bring all students to the median spending level;

coefficient of variation, which determines the amount of disparity in spending across
districts within a state;

restricted range, which calculates the difference in per-pupil spending levels at the 95"
and 5™ percentiles;

adjusted per-pupil expenditures, which accounts for regional cost differences;
students funded at or above the national average, which calculates a percentage of
students in districts with per-pupil expenditures at or above the national average;
spending index, which is a weighted measure of per-pupil spending by the degree to
which districts meet or approach the national average for expenditures; and

spending on education, which measures state expenditures on K-12 education as a
percentage of state taxable resources.

New Mexico ranked 30" nationally and was given a “C-” grade for this category. The national
average was a “C”.

“K-12 Achievement” Category

The survey’s fourth category, “K-12 Achievement,” is measured through the K-12 Achievement
Index that is made up of 18 distinct state achievement measures relating to reading and math
performance, high school graduation rates, and the results of Advanced Placement (AP) exams.
Specifically, the 18 indicators are grouped into six broader segments, including:

achievement levels, based on NAEP results;

achievement gains, based on scale score changes on NAEP;

poverty gap, based on comparing achievement of students eligible for the National
School Lunch Program and non-eligible students;

achieving excellence, based on advanced test scores on the NAEP;

high school graduation, based on graduation rates in 2008 and the change in graduation
rates since 2000; and

advanced placement, based on scores of 3 or higher per 100 students in 2010 and the
change in high scores per 100 students between 2000 and 2010.

In this category, New Mexico received a “D-" grade and ranked 47™ compared to the rest of the
nation. The national average grade was a “C-".



“Standards, Assessments and Accountability” Category

The fifth category in which each state is ranked and graded is the Standards, Assessments, and
Accountability section. To calculate the grade and ranking for each state in this category, 23
policy indicators are evaluated, each of which is a component of the following three broad areas:

e academic standards;
¢ assessments, including:

> test items used to measure student performance;
> alignment of assessments to academic standards; and
> assessment systems; and

e school accountability.

New Mexico received a grade of “A-" and ranked 15" in the nation for this category. The .
national average for this section was a “B”.

“Teaching Profession” Category

The sixth and final category of the survey evaluates the Teaching Profession for each state.
Grades and rankings are based on a total of 44 indicators, which are grouped into three broad
sections related to efforts to improve teaching. These three broad sections are:

¢ accountability for quality, including:

requirements for initial licensure;
discouraging out-of-field teaching;
evaluating teacher performance;
teacher education programs; and
data systems to monitor quality;

YVVYY

e incentives and allocation, including:

» reduction of entry and transfer barriers;
> salaries and incentives; and
» managing and allocating teacher talent; and

e building and supporting capacity, including:

support for beginning teachers;
professional development;
school leadership; and

school working conditions.

YVVVY

In this category of the survey, New Mexico received a “C” grade and a ranking of 23" in
comparison to the other states. The national average for this category was a “C”.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE QUALITY COUNTS SURVEY

The 2013 Qualiry Counts Survey is the 17™ edition of the report that annually provides
summaries of the condition of education and educational opportunities in each state. The 2013
Quality Counts Survey provides updated information to the following three categories evaluated
in the survey:

e chance for success;
e transitions and alignment; and
s school finance.

The other categories evaluated for the calculation of the 2013 state grades and rankings use data
obtained during the 2012 Quality Counts Survey. Those three categories are:

e K-12 achievement;
o standards, assessments and accountability; and
e teaching profession.

Scores from each of the six categories can be found in Attachment 1, which provides the State
Grading Data from Education Week.

Additionally, on May 23, 2013, Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) distributed a letter
discussing the results of the 2013 Quality Counts Survey, which included an explanation of some
of the categories of the survey. The letter also describes several new developments in APS that
relate to the rankings from the survey. This letter is included as Attachment 2.
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WYQMING
WESTVIRGINIA
NEWYORK
VERMONT
CONNECTICUT
RHODE ISLAND
NEW JERSEY
MARYLAND
MASSACHUSETTS
MAINE
WISCONSIN
PENNSYLVANIA
ALASKA
DELAWARE
NEBRASKA
VIRGINIA

QHID

ILLINOIS

NEW HAMPSHIRE
KANSAS
LOUISIANA
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
INDIANA
NORTH DAKOTA
ARKANSAS
10WA
MONTANA
WASHINGTON
NEW MEXICO
GEORGIA
ALABAMA
OREGON
KENTUCKY
SOUTH CARQLINA
MISSQURL
COLORADO
CALIFORNIA
FLORIDA
SCOUTH DAKOTA
TEXAS
TENNESSEE
ARIZONA
OKLAHOMA
MISSISSIPRI
NEVADA

UTAH

NCRTH CAROLINA
IDAHO
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA®
HAWAII®

u.s

D
D-
NA

NA NA NA NA NA NA
Foa] omo & s | ouss ]| sean |

86.9
86,6
86.2
6.0
845
84.4
83.8
817
a3
79.5
782
774
72
7
758
788
753
76.0
M3
740
738
ked)
73
729
725
720
.y
716
715
713
708
0.6
69.7
69.6
693
€89
68.6
614
623
668
66.1
65.9
68,7
837
61.2
NA

EQUITY

WEALTH-

NEUTRALITY
SCORE
2010

Refationship betwaen
district funding and
local property wealth
{negative value
indicates higher
funding for poorar
districts)

-0.057
0.008
0.070
0.093
0.084
0144
9,038
0.243
0.083
0.133
0.073
0.172

-0.187
0.030

-0.188
0.203
G.oa
0¢.224
0.118

-0.002
0.21%
0.162
0.074
0.048
0.104
0.088
0.053
0127
0.097
0.038
0.1685
a.147
0.091
0.066
0.228
0.134
D.085
0084
0.151
0.035
0.090
0.100
0.102
0.052
0.238

-0.045
0.006
0.394
0.351

NA

MclLOONE
INDEX
{2010§"

Actuz] spending
as percent of
amount needed
1o bring all
students to
median level

92.8%
943
209
836
911
B78
911
915
882
817
426
912
889
822
93.6
89.7
50.4
£9.2
86.3
834
826
0.7
0.4
898
924
90.5
93.2
926
936
218
10
932
80,0
856
0.6
9.2
94.7
203
93.9
924
90,9
90.4
92.2
824
64.6
NAY
970
90.6
899
NA

Note: States are ardered based on unzounded scores.

*Figures in this column are adjusted to reflect regianal cost differences and weighted for student neads.

1The Clark County schoo! district enrolls the majority of studants in Nevada, making its per-pupit
spending the statawida median, Jn addition, Clark County is Nevada's lowest-spending district.
Bucause of these twa factors, a value for the Mcloone Index comparable to ather statas’ cannot
be calculated. Nevada's grade is based on all other avaitable indicators.

COEFFICIENT
CFVARIATION
{2010}

Amount of
disparity In
spending across
districts {lower
value indicates
greater equity)

LA k)
0.078
0.148
Q0.210
0.134
na22
0.188
0105
D.169
0.162
010
0148
0.352
0.1568
0.167
0128
0473
0,52
0.233
0.143
0,147
0137
0.168
0.148
0.136
0139
.16
o8
0127
0.
0.142
0.093
0.132
0.135
0140
0.158
0152
0163
0.084
0477
0.159
0.nz
0.130
0.158
2157
0,132
0.146
0.138
0218
NA

RESTRICTED
RANGE
{2010)

Differance
in per-pupll
spending
levels atthe
85th and 5th
percentifes

54,403
2,343
7481
9,977
5,608
4347
9,684
3,780
5618
5,076
2,863
4,620
13535
4,867
4,737
3,787
4,877
B34
8,973
3,784
3,426
3,940
3.641
3,973
4,061
3024
3126
8777
2,721
4,382
3,952
2,356
2,856
3,322
3,772
4,231
2482
3,274
2,16
4,469
4,487
2,417
3,292
3,044
4,326
2,028
1,852
3,157
3310
NA

SPENDING

PER-PUPIL

{FPE),
ADJUSTED
FOR AEGIONAL
COST
DIFFERENCES
120109

518,814
13,854
16,239
18,924
14,273
14,571
15,384
12,953
13,507
14,914
12,067
13,356
16,675
12,07
13,549

9,786
11,719
1372
14,045
11,785
12,34
10,200
11,024
10,672
13,118
11,276
11,640
14,281

9,145
18,979

9,606
10,166
10,142
10,139
10,073
10,747

9,306

8,482

9,572
11,859

4,882

880

8,698

9,430

9,756

8,419

7042

8713

BBI1B
17020
12,2366

PERCENT

EXPENDITURES | OF STUDENTS

IN DISTRICTS
WITH PPE
AT OR
ABOVEU.S.
AVERAGE
[2010)

100.0%
88.4
100.0
880
100.0
96.1
999
1000
293
824
715
706
96.2
825
322
706
434
66.2
702
6.1
505
268
34.4
167
30,1
143
1é
269
274
174
220
64
217
1ns
134
150
74
203
24
12.3
127
11
5.1
2.6
28
46
10
73
35
100.0
100.0

SPENDING INDEX
{20101

Per-pupil spending levels

weighted by the degree
10 which disticts meet
or approach the national
average for expanditures
{cost and student
need adjusted)

100.0
93.0
1000
984
1000
100.0
100.0
00,0
1000
964
946
98.5
98.8
993
0.5
973
94.0
6.0
969
201
953
91.0
92.0
8856
90,9
85.8
875
88.4
90.4
875
910
a7
8.1
6.1
855
875
B8.6
872
B3.2
796
850
785
74.2
Fak:]
76.0
514
59.8
814
68.5
W00
100.0

PERCENT
OFTOTAL
TAXABLE
RESQURCES
SPENT ON
EDUCATION
(2010}

4.4%
47
46
58
4.1

a1
48
42
;1
46
40
4.2
41
24
36
31
43
38
40
38
28
46
34
45
27
az
34
a7
a1
a5
38
36
29
36
4.2
38
22
29
30
2.7
35
29
33
a2
37
31
33
26
31
NAS
13

Conae | aame | o | s |

*7he District of Calumbie and Hawaii are single-district jurisdictions. As a result, itis not possible
1o celculate measures of inancis! equity, which capture tha distritution of fustding across
districts within a state. The District of Columbia and Hawaii do not receive grades for school

fingnca.

“The District of Columbia does not have a state-level revenie saurce.
*The U.5. row reposts the indicator value for the average state,
SOURCE: EPE Research Center, 2013
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(I YY)

High Test Scores (3 or Above)
NAEP Math 2011 NAE?P Math Percent “Advanced” Graduation Rates Per 100 Students in Grades 11 and 12
Percent “Advanced” Change 2003 1o 2011 {All Students, Public Schools) {Public Schools)

Change 2000 Change 2000
8th Grade ath Grade to 2003 to 2090
MASSACHUSETTS 153% +1.0% +24% +14.9

NEW JERSEY 136 +12 445 +45
MARYLAND | [AK: +5.1 +.1 +29.5
. VERMONT: 132 +B.4 +93 +13.1
NEW HAMPSHIRE 108 +4.3 A7 +08
- - MONT 108 +53 08 +6.0
PENNSYLVANIA_ 95 43 +24 182
VIRGINIA 1.2 45.4 47 +21.8
MINNESOTA 123 146 0.7 +138
COLDAADD 123 +4.8 131 +16.3
BAINE: 10.3 453 +4.6 +148
FLOREDA 55 +1.4 +14.0 +21.0
KENTUCKY 64 +217 +4.1 4117
WISCONSIN 92 428 +47 +11.8
OHID! 83 +33 +35 +10.2
CONNECTICUT X +1.5 +29 177
TEXAS: 0 +4.9 +37 , +14.3
1DAHD 27 +43 +10 +38
RHOOE ISLAND 73 +42 -30 +1.2
NORTH CAROLINA. 97 +26 25 1143
" ILiINots 81 122 +51 1143
. GEORGIA 50 +149 53 +185
NORTH DAKDTA- 83 134 +02 ) +14
. NEWYDRK 67 +0.8 +11.3 +13.8
WASHINGTON 1.4 +50 +34 +134
KANSAS 85 +20 +23 69
WYDMING 74 +27 -36 I +35
HAWAI 59 436 +35 I +5
DELAWARE 65 +25 +0.6 +128
SOUTH DAKOTA B3 +35 +0.4 +66
ARIZONA 72 5 02 +82
UTAH 59 +13 14 448
INDIANA 67 +5 +20 +8.5
ARKANSAS 43 +2.8 402 1.2
CALIFORNIA 5.2 +18 +4.4 +148
NEVADA 6.0 +3.2 10 +93
MISSQURI 87 +26 +56 ! +6.4
OKLAHDMA 43 +23 +2.4 i 467
NEBRASKA 7 +16 -1 ; +65
1WA 16 szl 43 364
MICHIGAN 57 +1.0 407 +3.4
TENNESSEE. 48 .7 +19.4 +57
ALASKA- 14 417 +10 +54
ALABAMA 28 409 . +34 68
SOUTH GAROLINA 71 +23 +10.2 +82
OREGOM 74 +0.8 495 +2.4
NEW MEXICO 17 +20 -36 ] 45
LOUISIANA 29 +1.1 401 5 +22
WESTVIRGINIA 23 +.2 +14 ] 48
MISSISSIPPL 28 +.8 423 i +1.9
DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA 34 +22 1 -10.5 +6.0
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State has supplementary resources or
State has standards quides for educators that elaborate on
that are course- or grade-specific ofiicial academic-standards documents
{21112 12011-£2)

Particular
English/ Social studies! All core-subject student
langeage arts Mathematics Science fistary areas populatiens

97.8 ES MS HS ESMS HS ES M3 HS ES M3 HS
9.2 ES MS HS ES M35 HS ES MS HS ES MS HS
96.7 ESMS HS ES MS HS ES M5 HS ES M5 HS
95.1 ES MS HS ES M3 HS ESMS HS ES MS HS
95.0 ES MS HS ES MS H3 ES M35 HS ESMS HS
94.4 ES MS HS ES MS HS ES MS HS ES M5 HS
94.4 ES M5 HS ESMSHS ESMSHS ES MS HS
933 ESMS HS ES MS HS ES MS HS ESMS HS
933 ESMS HS ES MS HS ES MSHS ES M5 HS
928 ESMS HS ES MS HS ESMSHS ES MS HS
928 ES MS HS ESMSHS ES M2 HS ES MS HS
928 ES MS HS ES MS HS ES MS HS ESMS HS
92.2 ES MSHS ES MS HS ESMS HS ES M3 HS
922 ES MS HS ES MS HS ESMSHS ES MS HS
920 ES M5 HS ES M3 ES MS ES S
92.0 ES MS HS ES MS HS HS ES HS
915 ES M5 HS ES MS HS ES HS ES M3 HS
211 ES M5 HS ES M3 HS ES M3 HS ES MS HS
g1.0 ES MS HS ES MS HS ES MS HS ES MS HS
0.2 ES MS HS ES MS HS MS Ms
90.0 ES M3 HS ES MS HS ES MS HS ESMS HS
88.9 ES MS HS ES MS HS ES M8 HS ES MS HS
884 HS HS HS ES MS HS
88.3 ES MS ES MS HS ES MS HS ESMS HS
81.6 ES MS HS ES M5 HS ES M3 ES MS
815 ES MS HS ESMS HS ES MS HS
86.6 ES MS S ESMS HS ES MS HS ES M3 HS
85.4 ES MS K§ ES M3 HS ES M5 HS ES MS
85.1 ES MS 5 ES MS HS
g2.7 ES MS HS ES MS MS ES M5 HS ES MS HS
82,7 E5 MS ES M5
5.8
.7 ES MS HS ESMSHS ES M3 HS ES M3 HS
81.2 ES MS ES MS ES M3
80.1 ES MS ES MS ESMS
793 ES M5 E5 M5
79.1 ES MS ES MS HS ESMS HS
784 ESMSHS ESMS HS ESMS HS ES M5 HS
78.6 ES MS ESMS ES MS HS HS
i ES MS ESMS
5.3 ES MS HS ESMS3 ES M3
76.0 ES MS HS ES MS
76.0 M3 [ Ms
5.5 ES M3 ES MS
754 E£§ MS ES MS
75.2
74.5 MS HS MS HS
730 E5 M5 HS ES MS
7.2 ES MS ES MS
MS MS
ES M3
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SHEWS SHEWS SHSWS3 SH SHSWS
SHSWSA SHEWS SHSW S SHSWSI
SHEW S SHEWSI SHSN 53 SHSWS3
SHSW 83 SHSWS3 SHSWS3 SHSWS3 SHEWS3 SHSW 52
SH5¥ 53 SHEWSI SHSWS3 SHSWSI SWS2 SHEW 53
SHSWSZ SHEWS3 SHSM 53 SHSKI 53 sws3 SHSW S SHEW 52
SHSA 53 SHSWS3 SHSW 53 SHEW S SHEWSI SHSWSI SHSwW S
SHEN 53 SHSWS3 SHEWS3 SHSWS3 SHSWSI SHEWSI SHSMW 5]
SHSWS3 SHIWS3 SHSW S SHSWS3 SHEWS SHEWS3 SHESWS]
SHSW S SHSW 53 SHEMS3 SHSWSI SHSWSA SHSWSI
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ATTACHMENT 2
ALBU Q UER Q UE Winston Brooks

PUBLIC SCHOOLS Superintendent

W® Accelerate Progress for Students RECEIVED
JUN 13 2013 May 23, 2013
The Honorable John Sapien
1600 West Ella LESC
Corrales, NM 87048
Dear Senator Sapien,

It’s been a great year of progress in the Albuquerque Public Schools! Now that the 2012-2013 school year is
coming to a close, I wanted to take a moment to share with you some exciting news about APS and
education in New Mexico.

We just wrapped up a tremendous graduation season,; this is a diverse group of graduates with plans as wide
and varied as their backgrounds, cultures and personalities. Some are continuing their education at
prestigious universities hundreds of miles from home, while others will become Lobos, Greyhounds or
Aggies on lottery scholarships. Some see themselves as lawyers and doctors and teachers, while others
already are committed to serving their country in the military or law enforcement. When I first became
superintendent five years ago, our graduation rate was abysmal. We all knew we had to do more ~ all of us:
the Board of Education, principals, teachers, families, community and, yes, our students. We set the goal of
a 70 percent graduation rate. And we met it. That’s progress. But we are constantly pushing ourselves to do
better, so, we recently set a new four-year graduation goal of 75 percent.

That progress is not just happening in APS, but around our great state. When thinking about the truth of
our progress, I think it’s important to clear up some misinformation about how well New Mexico is doing in
education. Ihear time and time again in the community that people believe New Mexico is 49t in the
nation in education. Some of you may have heard this information as well. That statistic comes from a
publication called the Education Weekly Quality Counts Survey. Annually, Quality Counts grades and
ranks every state in separate categories that reflect the overall condition of education and educational
opportunities. Quality Counts then gives an overall grade and ranking for each state.

1 have taken some time to analyze this year’s data and we are not 49t in the nation. Overall, New Mexico
ranks 35t in the nation! Last year we were 37t in the nation!

New Mexico grades and ranks are as follows:

Category 2013 NM Grade 2013 NM Rank 2013 U.S: Average .
Chance for Success }D(657pts) Coagh e Ce(zop) o
Transitions & Alignment B+(893 pts) 10th A B- (811pts)
School Finance T Groptsy T get 0 Cl8p)
K-12 Achievement o D(621pts) B T (éé;fﬁéé)

e

Standards & Assessments S CASg2iepts) T T gl T Y B8R pts)

Overall| "~ " Cls) T s C(e)
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As the chart above explains, the overall score is divided into six categories, and there is one category in
which New Mexico is 49™ in the nation, Ithink we need to understand what makes up that one category.
The full report card, which fs-attached to this letter, ouilines that “Chance for Success” considers:

« Family income level

» Level of parent education:

* Parent employment

» Inglish language acquisition of the parent
* Statewide preschool enrollment

s Statewide kindergarten enrollment

s 4t grade reading proficiency on NAEP

» 8t grade math proficiency on NAEP

+ Graduation percentages

¢ Young adults in post-secondary education institutions
¢ Adult educational attainment

« Annual average income level

e Steady employment for adults

As superintendent of our state’s largest school district, I absolutely do not want to brag about being 35t
overall in the nation, because, quite frankly, it is not much to brag about. I also do not want this to be an
argument for why the status quo is working. We know it’s not. In fact, APS has made considerable changes
to our schools in the last year, which I will tell you about in a moment.

I simply wish to clarify the results of the Quality Counts Survey so we can talk about facts and not fiction. If
we read the complete report and the overall national rankings, it is fact that New Mexico ranks 35%, not

49%, If we look at “K-12 Achievement,” New Mexico ranks 47, not 49, If we read what factors “Chance for
Success” considers, the factors are as much about the community and the opportunities for the adults in our
state than it is about the quality of teaching in our schools. Family income, unemployment and English
language acquisition all impact education, but I am not sure those conditions are the fault of the current
education system.

I think it is time we discuss the facts of our educational system so we can all have a common understanding
of what we need to work on as a state. We need to celebrate our successes, admit our faults and come to
practical solutions that systematically change the system that we all need to champion in our communities.
That’s exactly what we are doing in APS.

We know that we have weaknesses in our schools. We know we need to do better. However, true reform
does not happen overnight. We, as a district, must go to each one of our schools and discuss change on an
individual basis. We must provide our parents with choices to guarantee that all students, regardless of
their learning styles and individual circumstances, can thrive. Let me share with you just a few ways that
show we are reformers:

New School Development

Virtual High School
APS is starting up a full-time virtual high school that will be located at eCADEMY. The school will blend
online classes with face-to-face instruction. There will be no tuition or textbook fees for students.



APS @ CNM

APS has joined with the Central New Mexico Community College to develop a dual-credit school on the
main CNM campus that will allow students to complete their high school diploma while earning a two-year
college degree, certificate or credits towards a bachelor's degree.

fnternational Baccalaureate Diploma Programme @ Sandia H.S.

Sandia High School is now an authorized International Baccalaureate World School, offering the
academically rigorous Diploma Programme beginning in the fall of 2013 for incoming juniors. The program
is offered to all qualified students in Albuquerque, regardless of their home school. The International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is designed as an academically challenging and balanced program of
education with final examinations that prepare students for success at the university level and beyond. The
program has gained recognition and respect from the world’s leading universities.

Southwest PreK-8

APS will begin construction on a new PreK-8 school on the far West Mesa in the fall of 2013. The school
plans to open for the 2014-2015 school year. This school will alleviate overcrowding and elevated school
populations in the surrounding elementary and middle schools.

School Redesigns

Rio Grande High School (2008 - Present)

» Elements included additional collaboration time so teachers can have common goals and strategies
for learning, a commitment to support students before and after school and additional quality
professional development for our teachers.

* Results are promising. RGHS has increased its math and reading scores including graduation rates.
When we started this redesign RGHS had a graduation rate of only 36.4 percent. In 2012 the
graduation rate was 55.6 percent. That’s more than a 19 percentage point jump. That’s something to
be proud of.

Ernie Pyle Middle School (2009 - Present)
¢ Elements included additional collaboration time so teachers can have common goals and stiategies
for learning, smaller class sizes, mentoring responsibilities for all students and additional quality
professional development for our teachers.
» EPMS has increased its math and reading scores and have more students who matriculate from
eighth grade seamlessly to high school. Also, state assessment proficiency rates indicate that
Hispanic students at EPMS are scoring as well as or better than their Caucasian class mates.

Emerson Elementary School (2012 - Present)

« Elements included additional collaboration time so teachers can have common goals and strategies
for learning, quality additional professional development for our teachers and full transition to the
Common Core State Standards for English Learners. The school is specifically implementing
complex text for all students and using more technology to support learning.

» Phase one research is complete and results of the redesign show that the culture of the sechool has
dramatically changed. For example, for the first time ever the school has a Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) where parents are involved and supporting the school. There needs to be more
work done on community support systems to help families in the area especially to reduce mobility
of students.

A. Montoya Elementary and Roosevelt Middle School (planning in 2012, consolidation coming soon}
+ Elements include consolidating the schools to make a PreK-8 school in the East Mountains and
introducing preschool for students who qualify.
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Van Buren Middle School (Starting 2013 - 2014 school year)

»

Elements include extra support for students by adding an additional social worker and counselor and
ensuring all students have the enrichment opportunities they should have,

Eubank Elementary School (Starting 2013 - 2014 school year)

Elements include implementing this school as a true fine arts magnet school. We will ensure that all
students are taught in a variety of active and engaging formats by integrating fine arts into all
academic areas. Additionally, we will implement the Common Core State Standards through the
integration of fine arts. The arts program will provide the opportunity for children to develop skills
and understanding in drama, visual arts, choral and instrumental music and dance. Additionally,
the school will provide preschool for the first time and an extended school year using K-3+ state
funding and district funding to extend the school year for fourth and fifth grade.

Program Expansion

K-3+ will be introduced at seven new elementary schools in Albuquerque.

Preschool will be introduced at six new elementary schools in Albugquerque including: A. Montoya,
Barcelona, Bel-Air, Bellehaven, Eubank and Los Ranchos.

APS will expand AVID to more than twenty four middle and high schools.

Common Core will be fully implemented in all grades K-12.

More than 4,000 interactive white boards will be installed in our schools and all teachers receiving
an interactive white board will be required to attend professional development to use these tools in
an effective manner for instruction.

APS will pilot a full inclusion setting for students with severe behavioral and emotional disorders in
regular education classrooms. Special education teachers will act as support for those students and
regular education teachers will receive intense, additional training to make sure these students have
the best role models and education possible.

APS will complete an audit of our bilingual education programs so we can expand, strengthen and
align bilingual education across the district.

The initiatives above are just the tip of the iceberg. There are so many good things happening in APS that I
have a hard time putting them all in one letter. I would like to personally invite you to save the date for a
legislative forum that I will host July 31, 2013 at Van Buren Middle School. Details will be forthcoming, but
I hope that we can have an honest conversation about the strengths and weaknesses in APS at this forum. I
hope we can work together to discuss the facts about what’s really happening in public education and how
we can all work to systemically reform the schools in our community for the betterment of all our students.

Thank you for the unwavering support so many of you give our schools throughout the year. If you have
further questions, or ever wish to discuss our schools, please feel free to contact Carrie Robin Menapace,
APS legislative liaison and policy analyst, at (505) 238-3153 or carrie.menapace@aps.edn, She can answer
your questions or schedule time to for us to talk about APS. '

Sincerely,

Wl gA—

Winston Brooks



